The affair of the fake Modigliani heads
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That Embarrassed’The Experts

Michele Gheriardweet (1) and
Koy of Dialy s Modiglian
fbrbration gl pegr, furs o

phados of the “dizcovery ™ that

ulsasd the art workd | Lo LRI

HIS IS THE STORY
of m boax, As with &l presl hamoe. o
mbds many poopds lauph peociscly be-
i Hhe LTI
happened in Raly —thai comntry of prest
e [l led with fabulow worko of
=g, @y s pewul, the olfien o :
oonl and sometimes comapt world of
Ralian art cxperis, museusn maoguly o
inellectual Bndemalken wall probetdy
never be b e

Lt July, the cify of Livoemo (1 i ]
o bk the centenamisl of the birth of
one ol (Bx e armous s, the wowlp-
W and painier Amedeo .'Hu-du_pqm
(18- P00, To mark the occasion, the
iy oargn e s o hahios of |

. Of loan [nam oollecion i
| il abwrood
high pesint of the o fess
bt W 3 mikh-publicined atiempt o
deedpe anald ¢ o dhoms metma s L v
n the bope of finding some long low
frapments of walplure by the yousg
Amede, Lepond bas it that in 1909, in
B FE of depresibon, the Xi-year-obd
Mesfigliani had rushed o of bus o
im the middle of the mipht sl 1osusd
e of thiew enlfinsboed brad ingo the
neasrbry Posao Reale (Rloyal Moazy,

O Fuly 24, ot B2500a m., a Nal peece
of rock messmning 250RE inchel was
dredped up opposiic the spod where
Masfipiean bl husd Fis ntuden. The wtone
wis mlmonl compleicly encrusted winh
mind and weedi. Upon examenstess, it
wirk descovered o Be & peide of pranise
roughdy chaseded om one sade 10 Tonm the
oval oatling of & woman's bead. Ow
the samne day, o 4256 pom., ondy & fow
[t farther dompdream, 2 ssmelar head,

thiv timne chiseksd i local assdhions,
came wp. Bodh Besds (subsogquently
dubbcd “Modi 1™ aad “Mody 27 had
ther masrwoes: eyes and straight, elongaied
nonry charscieringic of other porirasts
oy Wlindng L

Al mraxh fwfadmend, Bw Bl
vy mEviporied 10 the Oily EERCEE
Almcnd immed oy, both wore Jeclared
suthenis carly works by Modeglan,
Withas reo wecks, thin jpdgment was
coeifirmcd by some of the mons ilustn-
o naemes im Bialiae art cngicism

Cinaly Carlo Argan, perhaps [taly's
il prossansnd am histonan (and a for-
meer mayor of Bome), pronoenced e
o Petidis “ pathe it~ beyond any doubi,
frlamefill o an undcrlanding not
macrely of Mosdiglismi Bt also of md-
orm a ataedl, Madnrss Calviesi, dered-
v of the Vemice Bicnmale (ome of
Emrope’s keading showcases of modern
wrt), said the fisds wene “a Feast For
Livorns snd for our country
| Gransini, a0 suthority on Michelangelo
| and on iechaiques of soulphare, dr:l'ulu

e chinae] waorks ga “Typicaliy Modiphons ™
Cesarce Brandi, anccher leading critic,

wighe: “In those Dwd sCabrous sl
thaere 15 the Anmancisison, there 1 the
Presence . . . shetched owt so rosphily yet
s lluminshiagly and [with| an ssner
rafiance, hike o pikof kight in e might. ™
EnroCarli, caratorof the gres Modgh-
s ibhow @ he Rome Dusdriconsle,
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winote: “Modiglian dsd nat betray the

* Rimo | matcrial. Thee sioncs have a sl ™

Mor were the crilkcs and kistorians

nod | alone. Time magaried reiomod o a







